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Posted April 13, 2015 by Bethany Platanella

Miami is an eclectic mix of different cultures, languages, foods, opinions, archi‐
tectural styles, and colors. Even the smell of Little Havana is drastically different
than that of South Beach. At any given point we can travel to Haiti, Cuba, or Ar‐
gentina, without ever leaving the city.

Enter the Emerging New City Bike Tour, which aimed to highlight development
projects in Coconut Grove and Little Havana, but was even more successful in
showing outsiders a new insider’s view of this vibrant city.

Group leader Brian Lemmerman reminds us that there is so much more to a city
than what people initially see, saying, “So many different people with so many
different stories, so many different circumstances, places, histories, we could
spend our entire lives learning” the truth behind Miami.

Almost 40 riders set out to learn more on Saturday afternoon. Starting at Bayfront
Park, representatives from Celebrate Diversity Miami, The New Tropic, and
Emerge Miami, as well as community-based partners from Coconut Grove’s Col‐
laborative Development Corp. and Little Havana Tours, led us through a fascinat‐
ing journey of Miami’s past and its future.

L I T T L E  H AVA N A  I S  N O  L O N G E R  A  C U B A NL I T T L E  H AVA N A  I S  N O  L O N G E R  A  C U B A N
N E I G H B O R H O O D  A S  M U C H  A S  I T  I S  A  L AT I N  E N C L AV E .N E I G H B O R H O O D  A S  M U C H  A S  I T  I S  A  L AT I N  E N C L AV E .
While roughly 40 percent of Little Havana’s inhabitants are of Cuban descent, the
remainder of the population is now a mix of Guatemalan, Honduran, Nicaraguan,
and more recently, Mexican people. The neighborhood retains its Cuban influ‐
ence despite the introduction of new cultures through Calle Ocho, the tourism
and arts district. Cuban restaurants, Domino Park, Cuban Memorial Park, and the
sacred Ceiba tree are well-known landmarks here. However, even what once was
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sacred Ceiba tree are well-known landmarks here. However, even what once was
a traditionally Cuban block party, the Calle Ocho Festival, is now more well
known for its eclectic display of international flags, latin music, and various Cen‐
tral and South American dishes.

Hispanic identities in Little Havana Zip Codes

Source: American Community Survey, 2013 (http://factfinder.census.‐
gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml)

P R O B L E M S  A N D  P R O M I S E  I N  E A S T  L I T T L E  H AVA N AP R O B L E M S  A N D  P R O M I S E  I N  E A S T  L I T T L E  H AVA N A
The Central American working class make up the bulk of the population east of
Calle Ocho. With so little government aid and attention to this area, residents liv‐
ing in East Little Havana are suffering greatly. Slum lords and illegal dumping are
two striking issues, tour guides said. The dumping has gotten so bad that one
Miami resident documents the neglect through an Instagram account called So‐
fas of Little Havana (https://instagram.com/SofasOfLittleHavana). The photos
track sofas and trash that are being left on the streets. On the bright side, new
restaurants and art galleries are finding refuge in this part of town, bringing with
them advocates for social change. The 6th Street Dance Studio (http://www.6th‐
streetdancestudio.org/#1) in particular aims to battle “racism, sexism, classism,
and all other forms of small mindedness” through art, music, and dance.
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The Mariah Brown House in Coconut

Grove. Wikimedia Commons/AlexF

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conch_‐
house#/media/File:Mariah_Brown_‐

House_Grand3298.jpg)

M I A M I  G I R L  P OW E R  S TA RT E D  W I T H  A  M I G R A N T  F R O MM I A M I  G I R L  P OW E R  S TA RT E D  W I T H  A  M I G R A N T  F R O M
E L E U T H E R AE L E U T H E R A
The first African Bahamian woman to set‐
tle in Coconut Grove, Mariah Brown is
also one of the first women to ever buy
property in Miami. After migrating from
Eleuthera to Key West in the 1880s in
search of opportunity and better wages,
Brown began her life in America as a
washerwoman. It was here that she met
Charles and Isabella Peacock, who of‐
fered her a job at their inn. Brown relocated
with her three daughters to Coconut
Grove, a traditionally Bahamian enclave.
She worked in Peacock Inn and saved
enough money to buy a small plot of land,
upon which she built a house. The land
cost her $50. Today, the house is still
standing (http://www.historicpreservationmiami.com/brown.html), but in desper‐
ate need of restoration. Plans are in the works to revamp the house into a Ba‐
hamian history museum.

W H AT  H A P P E N S  W H E N  H I S TO R I C  P R E S E RVAT I O N  A N DW H AT  H A P P E N S  W H E N  H I S TO R I C  P R E S E RVAT I O N  A N D
C O M M U N I T Y  I N T E R E S T S  C O L L I D E ?C O M M U N I T Y  I N T E R E S T S  C O L L I D E ?
Sure, the Mariah Brown house is a landmark. The street on which the house
stands, Charles Avenue, is even considered a “historic corridor.” So why are
plans to restore and preserve the home so shaky?

While seemingly a good thing, current residents of Charles Avenue may not be
able to afford the increase in property value that inevitably comes with historically
preserved neighborhoods. That’s why advocates chose to preserve only the cor‐
ridor, and not the neighborhood. The Mariah Brown house sits on a plot of land
that is not preserved, meaning the lobby for restoration funds has to start sepa‐
rately, and from scratch.

A  M O R E  I N C L U S I V E  M O D E L  F O R  R E D E V E L O P M E N T.A  M O R E  I N C L U S I V E  M O D E L  F O R  R E D E V E L O P M E N T.
A determined group of advocates for change, the CDC in Coconut Grove
(http://www.cdc-florida.org/) has projects rolling forward to preserve neighbor‐
hood and respect its residents. From the Village West Housing project, a devel‐
opment of 30 single family homes to be built over 6 vacant lots, to revitalization
of the Coconut Grove Playhouse, this nonprofit is working with community-based
organizations, religious, and financial institutions to revitalize the area and attract
new investment while ensuring that residents get new opportunities from redevel‐
opment. They’re working on an initiative to transform both private and public va‐
cant lots into Urban Edible gardens (http://www.cdc-florida.org/urban-edible-gar‐
dens/) for residents. Recent success stories include the designation of Charles
Avenue as a historic corridor, and the development of a Black Heritage historical
tour.
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Your View: Keep the centennial shady
2 comments • 20 days ago

Nathaniel Sandler — Not sure you actually
read the piece in which I acknowledge that the
writer should have understood their client.
Here, I'll post it in the comments! "It’s
important to see this as a …

Miami Yoga Guide: Styles and studios to
explore
6 comments • 23 days ago

Maria Murriel — Bikram Yoga Central Miami
hollaaaaaa http://bikramyogacm.com

Miami Grime: A tour of beloved Miami dive
bars
2 comments • a month ago

Matt Kelsen — Happy Stork Lounge in North
Bay Village. Saw a guy stand up on the bar to
challenge everyone in the bar to a fight, and a
woman get chased by the cops Benny Hill-
style through the front …

Your View: The MPO is holding back Miami
transit. Here’s how we can fix it.
3 comments • a month ago

Mr. Gumsandals, sir! — As an autonomous
board charged with directing transportation
spending, politicians, aside from gumming up
the works and slowing progress, become
redundant. The Peoples …

ALSO ON THE NEW TROPIC

Be the first to comment.

WHAT'S THIS?

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your sited Privacy&

© 2015, The New Tropic. 

MADE WITH ♥ FOR MIAMI BY WHEREBY.US (http://whereby.us) 

 (http://knightfoundation.org)

http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2Fopinion-sandler-miami-beach-centennial-shady%2F%3ADgVxkR8AwgpTXLl_7DV3Lt_dVB8&imp=8ama59a17c6o0m&prev_imp=8aldo2f2kt9ef5&forum_id=3442928&forum=thenewtropic&thread_id=3676536893&major_version=metadata&thread=3623891859&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2Fopinion-sandler-miami-beach-centennial-shady%2F%3ADgVxkR8AwgpTXLl_7DV3Lt_dVB8&imp=8ama59a17c6o0m&prev_imp=8aldo2f2kt9ef5&forum_id=3442928&forum=thenewtropic&thread_id=3676536893&major_version=metadata&thread=3623891859&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2Fmiami-yoga-guide-styles-and-studios-to-explore%2F%3ATQJW5P204Lx7pOrI7ajEzsKLmR8&imp=8ama59a17c6o0m&prev_imp=8aldo2f2kt9ef5&forum_id=3442928&forum=thenewtropic&thread_id=3676536893&major_version=metadata&thread=3616940691&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2Fmiami-yoga-guide-styles-and-studios-to-explore%2F%3ATQJW5P204Lx7pOrI7ajEzsKLmR8&imp=8ama59a17c6o0m&prev_imp=8aldo2f2kt9ef5&forum_id=3442928&forum=thenewtropic&thread_id=3676536893&major_version=metadata&thread=3616940691&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2Fmiami-dive-bars-guide%2F%3AUL5NZ_GUt1PPpQ1GxXy2cpCjF28&imp=8ama59a17c6o0m&prev_imp=8aldo2f2kt9ef5&forum_id=3442928&forum=thenewtropic&thread_id=3676536893&major_version=metadata&thread=3564433618&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2Fmiami-dive-bars-guide%2F%3AUL5NZ_GUt1PPpQ1GxXy2cpCjF28&imp=8ama59a17c6o0m&prev_imp=8aldo2f2kt9ef5&forum_id=3442928&forum=thenewtropic&thread_id=3676536893&major_version=metadata&thread=3564433618&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2Fopinion-mpo-holding-back-miami-transit%2F%3AwTp1VWE8jgKrRRzqBqTusguEA6k&imp=8ama59a17c6o0m&prev_imp=8aldo2f2kt9ef5&forum_id=3442928&forum=thenewtropic&thread_id=3676536893&major_version=metadata&thread=3608373406&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2Fopinion-mpo-holding-back-miami-transit%2F%3AwTp1VWE8jgKrRRzqBqTusguEA6k&imp=8ama59a17c6o0m&prev_imp=8aldo2f2kt9ef5&forum_id=3442928&forum=thenewtropic&thread_id=3676536893&major_version=metadata&thread=3608373406&zone=thread&area=discovery
https://disqus.com/
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=8864f41f6d035bde0206ea61cba08056&f=thenewtropic&t_i=2971%20http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2F%3Fp%3D2971&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fthenewtropic.com%2Ffive-things-we-learned-on-the-emerging-city-bike-ride%2F&t_e=Five%20things%20we%20learned%20on%20the%20Emerging%20City%20bike%20ride&t_d=Five%20things%20we%20learned%20on%20the%20Emerging%20City%20bike%20ride&t_t=Five%20things%20we%20learned%20on%20the%20Emerging%20City%20bike%20ride&s_o=default&l=#
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=thenewtropic&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://whereby.us/
http://knightfoundation.org/

